January 7^ I960 


rir. itichard Picker 
P*0*8ox 366 Albertson 
Long Island, New York 

Dear Dickt 

I have been overwhelmed with work, correspondence, Christmas, 
and had to put aside my correspoadenoe with you, which I re- 
gret, so I am now trying to clean up all loose ends. 

I am returning everything which you have sent m except for 
the Virginia shilling sent November 26, 1959 with reverse D 
which, apparently, has a new obverse. I am returning two 
Kassachusetts shillings and a counterfeit British halfpence. 

You asked me if I saw the article in the Scrapbook, by Walter 
Thompson, I certain^did and it is clear that he is paid by 
the length of the article. At first I was disturbed and de- 
cided to show up the stupidity of some of his statements and 
arguments but then I calmed down and decided I would clarify 
and interpret what he wrote, in a gentlemanly manner and show 
one phase to be all wet without hurting his feelings. He had 
the nerve to speculate that the Novas were made in Hpw York 
80 I an 'laying the evidence right on the line in an article 
which will be published in the Scrapbook, in Januax*y. His 
other rarablings are not worth answering. 

You asked to examine my punches and test bars which I am send- 
ing to you. I have eight punches consisting of a star-like 
rosette, large arrow, small arrow, 5-pointed star, rosette 
of dots, two ii-petal clover-like designs, and a oriss-cross 
and dot mixture. 

I am also sending you twelve copper bar test pieces covering 
these punch marks. I did not believe any of these were yours 
but if any of them could be, please let me know. I returned 
the bars to match your punches. One of my bars has both 
arrows together. It is possible that one or two of these might 
have been yor.rs but I presume you would not have obtained bare 
that did not go along with the three punches you obtained, 
two of which were letter punches. 


i 
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Mr.Rlchard Picker 


I know the matter of the Colonial paper money is irritating you 
and I think you better price it regardless of exchange or pur- 
chase. I know I will be shocked, but plan to recover. It 
will be simpler than to release any items I am not particularly 
excited about. 

I was fortunate to acquire a five shilling and a ten shilling 
New York 1709 issue, <>n topnotch condition for $100.00 each. 

I have wanted these for a long time. This is my idea of value. 

I located these in a collection of autographs and the owner 
knew exactly what he was parting with. 

Now we come down to the matter of the auction sale of January 
13 and January lU at Swann Galleries. I called this to 
Fuld's attention and suggested your attendance. Now he writes 
me he has authorized you to bid the items in and he will divide 
them, I am not pleased. These are lots 3^9, 360, 361, 368, 

372 and ^29, all on January lU. As long as you are there I 
would like for you to buy item Ul7 for me, which is valued 
by Mr. Swann at about $20.00, being Guthrie's Geography, Fuld 
may not have called your attention to all of the coin items 
in this catalogue as some of the above-mentioned ones have 
coin books in them. I don't know what he authorized you to 
bid and yoti will Just have touse your oxm Judgment, if some 
of the items I have mentioned above are in these he told you 
to bid, I am particularly interested in the Register of 
Confederate Treasury NoVs, in Lot 368, the counterfeit item 
by Peyton, in L^jt 372, the Republican Bank of Madison Indiana 
in Lot 361 and perhaps others. 

Thanks for your continued help and more will cone later. 


Sincerely yours. 


EPH/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


A.N.A. 


A.N.S. 




P. □. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND, N, Y. 
MAYFAIR 1-D763 


er 


SPECIALIZING IN EARLY U. S., 
COLONIAL AND STATE COINS 


RESPECTFULLY INVITED 


NOUIRIES 


January 9, I960 


Dear Eric 


Thanks for your short note of the 17th, and a belated Happy Chanukah to you 
too. Also, thanks for this lengthy letter of the 7th. Since Thu preparing 
to leave for the Florida convention on the 12th, and have loads of work to get 
done for it, T'll get right into your letter. Am very happy to know that you 
have a Virginia SHILLING of mine witn a new obverse, but after you're thru with 
it, I'll settle for the halfpenny. I like your comments on the Thompson articles 
ver.v much, and am looking for"«ard to your article in the ‘January Scrapbook, which 
hope w 11 arrive before I leave. Frankly, ^ don't really recall what test bars 
had, but, my original approval slip to you (2/14/57, mailed for some reason on 
2/20/57) shows 3 punches, N,S, and ornament; 10 copper test bars; and 1 piece of 
wood. At any rate, I feel that the test bars are unimportant, ano if they match 
your punches, you'r^^ v/elcome to them, /fliat do think is iinportant, is Determin- 
ing just vfhat they are, and I'm happy to hear that you're sencing them on to me. 

I feel that the people whom TRve interested in them, have the facilities at 
their disposal to check them out. After that's done, you can have them all. The 
possibility is very strong that I could have obtained bars that dion't belong to 
the punches that I had, because, . obtained the bars, and the few punches from 
H.L.P.B., the same source that JF" obtained the original punches, and since you 
kno*. how H.L.P.R. keeps his stuff, JF could have very well obtained some punches 
without bars, and I got the bars that vrere left with the few punches. Anyway, 
forg-’t it, it's what they are 1j,hat counts, and we may soon know. Now to the 
Colonial paper money. It hasn t been irritating me, but it hasheld up some of 
my Aork to a point. Also, wrhen I sent all of this stuff to you, "" promised that 
you could choose whatever you needed at your own price, and that you could have 
it. -^Iso, 1 felt that it vrould be fairer to let you send what you felt would be 
a fair trade in coins. I knew that you knew more about this sort of material txn 
than 1 did, and that you would be fair about it, but, you keep tnrowing the ball 
right back to me. All that I stipulated was that since had so much paper, 1 
didn't wan't any more in trade, but vrould accept whatever coins you would offer, 
or, of course, cash. Nov,' that I have to do it, I v^ill, or, rather, I did, and 
spent most of the afternoon on it. I've worked it out three different ways in 
order to come out with a fairly accurate figure, and, of course, as v/ith all such 
projects, I came up with three different figures tnat varied greatly. However, in 
the final analysis, I find that there is a total of 74 notes. Of these 7U, 5 
listed only in the f : ont of the W/R cat with an *. Of the others, vJiich are all 
listed in the body of the catalogue, 7 are ^ranklin notes of Delaware, wich are 
unpriced, 8 are Pennsylvania notes of ""ranklin which are unpriced, and there are 
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17 other unpriced notes, which makes a total of 32 unpriced, and 5 unlisted, 
or a grand total of 37 notes (exactly half of the lot) for which there is no 
price guide, and for which must assume that the price should be highfer than 
"nythins? that is priced in the catalogue. Next, made an analysis of the 
nurfiber o-f notes in each price range for the balance, and find that h are listed 
only in good, ranging in price from .jjjii. - SJ-SO; i; up to ,$10. in fine; 12 rang- 
ing in price from $5. - $8. in fine; and the other 17 ranging in price from 35XX 
ipl.SO - ijU. in fine. Now, taking into consideration that this catalogue is 
from 1955, already 5 years old, and that all numismatic material Pas risen con- 
siderably since then, T feel that a price of ;;^20,000. would be fair, BUT , rather 
than ask the full top retail. I'll settle for the paltry siun of .|1,0007 By the 
way, the 13th item listed on page 1 is P.hode Island, not Conn as you listed. The 
15 th item same page is 12/31, not 12/21 as listed, and the D in POUMJS is back- 
wards. The 1st item on page 2 is 20 Shillings, not 10 as listed. Those are all 
of the errors that I noted, there may have been a few others, but didn't find 

them. Now, I know what you're going to think about all this. All dealers are 
a bunch of thieves, and that you could have bought the entire shooting match for 
the same price, and have had so much junk left over. Actually, you know that 1 
bought the 1st 1,000 for that price, and then bought another 2,000 from another 
source for a considerable amount more, and consolidated the whole business be- 
fore 1 sent it to you. Even if you did buy the 1st batch, some of these notes 
may and may not have been in it, and then you'd be sitting with the balance of 
the stuff , just as I am. This way, you had the opportunity of choosing ex- 
actly w'hat you need, and had the extra 2,000 to go thru, and after all, I must 
make my 1^ profit. Another thing, before you go into shock, as you said you 
expected to do, please remember, this is all of your doing. At a good deal of 
time and expense, I sent all of these to you, and asked you to put your own 
fair price on them in either cash or trade for coins, and that 1 would accept, 
and you knov/ that I would have even if ^ was disappointed in your decision. But, 

.vou made me workthis out, and now, have no alternative but to stand by my de- 

cision. Frankly, I feel that the price is a fair one for the items offered. ihe 
only thing that bothers me is that you know that you might nave had a good nu- 
ber of these pieces for a fraction of that price from the original source, and, 

all of them from me for a lot less if you had only maoe an offer in cash or coins. 

Now to the book sale. George calied me, and gave me a rmn down on what wis 
wanted, bub not as com-^lete as yours. However, since I'm leaving for the Florida 
convention on the 12th, and had no time to get to the city to examine the items 
in order to evaluate the bids, I had to d legate a friend of mine to take up these 
chores. He's away for the week-end, and hasn't as yet seen the items. I told 
hifii that if he can't see tnem before I leave to call George, ana give him a run- 
down on them, and get the bids confimed, and then bid them in for whatever he 
says. George told me tnat you wanted some, and that he did too, bub I didn't 
realize that I v/ould be put in the middle of deciding who 'd get v/hat. The fel- 
low who's doing the bidding is Ted Craige, and you can reach him during the day 
at AL 5-3500 (NYC), or LYnbrook 9-U951 at home (Nassau County) in the evening, 
should you wish to deliver any other specific instructions. I had tola him to 
charge everything to ^eorge ' s account, and have it all shipped to him. Now that 
I see that there may be some discussion as to who gets what. I'll change those 
instructions, and have him pay for what he buys, and bring it all here, ana after 
you two decide who gets what. I'll ship it. Lucky Pierre, always in the middleJJl 
On 2nd thought, I don't know that it would be fair to him to ask him to go to 
all that trouble. I'll speak with him tomorrow', and see what he says. After all, 
you and George are both grown boys, and ought to be able to come to an agreement. 
Your N.Y. notes soimd wonderful. It may be your idea of value, but it's my idea 
of a real bargain. Are they the same two pictured in the i/y/R catalogue? I'm en- 
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closing a Continental note for you to re-examine. This was in the original 
group. It certainly looks good, but is it? Note the peculiar look of the 
watermark. Also, there are a number of differences in the placement of the 
letters. I hope you'll excuse the lack of paragraphs. It's so much easier 
to ,iust keen typing, esoecially when you're a hunt and pecker, ex or, should 
I say. Picker. If I had an atb here, things woulo be different. 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 



P.S. #ill of course still take coins in trade for the paper. 


N9 3017 


RICHARD PICKER 

COINS 

P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 

Long Island, N.Y. 

MAyfair 1-0763 
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A.N.A. 


A.N.S. 




P. □. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 
MAYFAIR 1-D763 


SPECIALIZING IN EARLY U. S., 
CaLDNIALANO STATE COINS 


Mr. Eric P. Nevffiian 
Edison Brothers Stores, TnCo 
UOO ‘.Washington A.venue 
St. Louis 2 , Missouri 

Dear Eric ; 

'■•'.hat's going on dovm there? Did you forget all about me? I have anotner item 
here that T think you should see, and will send it on if you tell me that you 
do, and, if I can get the permission, or can acquire it in the meantirae. Right 
now, T 'm in the process of negotiating for it. It's a sheet, or, more properly, 
a half sheet, one of each of the eight denominations of the blue counterfeit 
detector. Sept 26, 1778 issue. This seems to be on a heavier paper tnan the 
fe'vv individual detector notes that 1 have, that you've already seen. .'/hen you 
let me know about this, how about digging up my other letters, and answering a 
few questions? Also, have you been able to dig up any Large cents in brockage? , 
I'm collecting these by da^es, and it's like pulling teeth to get anybody to 
part with them. Also, since T've recently picked up a beautiful Connecticut 
cert in brockage, "i 'm going to try to get colonials that v/ay too, so can use 
v.'hatever you might be able to dig up along tnose lines. Please try. ./e've 
startec wor'tc on those pu'^ches, and T nave here tne first saiaples of one of the 
ornaments that have been struck in soft steel, haraened, anc then struck ir.to 
co'D^er. T hcoe to have some time this evening to tiy to check this one out, 
but will nave a lot more to do ivhen the others are com leted. .Vii.l keep you in- 
formed of the progress. Have you seen the book; ABEL BUF.LL OF CONNECriCUr, by 
,Vroth, .'fesleyan University .^ress, 1958? 

Kindest regards. 


INQUIRIES 

RESPECTFULLY INVITED 

February 25, I960 


Sincerely, 



Ric ard Picker 



A.N.A. 


A.N.S. 




P. □. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONE ISLAND, N, Y. 
MAYFAIR 1-B763 


er 


SPECtALIZING IN EARLY U. S., 
CGLONIAL AND STATE COINS 


RESPECTFULLY INVITED 


INQUIRIES 


January 21 , i960 


Dear Eric 


The package arrived safely, while I was away at the Florida convention, and 
since my return last vreek, I just hkven't had a chance to vrrite to you. The 
punches and test bars are put aw'ay safely, and I'm waiting for this friend 
of mine to come over ana pick them up. iVhen he has these, he'll start work 
on all of them. The two Oak Tree Shillings and the Halfpenny v/E^e returned, 
as you saia they would be, but, you didn't make any coim.-ients on them, l/^as the 
halfpenny anything nev/, or important, or, even interesting? About the Oaks, 
do you agree that they are the transitional stages? 

Haven't heard from George since I'm home, and am anxious to knovtr how you both 
made out in that book sale. I'm really sorry that I couldn't be of any help, 
and also sorry that things got so confused on my account. 

Though you told me that you exoected to go into shock upon reading my eval- 
uation of the oa-Der money, I didn't e'ooect that you'd stay under this long. 
You're article on the Novas was, of course, excellent as usual, and I enjoy- 
it very much, even though you wouldn't be flattered if I told you where I 
read it. f^ne thing that you didn't make clear was the orgin of the 1786 . 

I've always been under the impression that it was an American made contemp- 
orary counterfeit. Hov; do you feel about this? 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 




A.N.A. 


A.N.S. 




P. □. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 
MAYFAIR 1-B763 


SPECIALI2INC3 IN EARLY U. S., 
□ □LQNIAL AND STATE COINS 


INQUIRIES 

RESPECTFULLY INVITED 


January 28, i 960 


Dear Eric : 

Just borrowed this from a friend at a local meeting last night, and thought 
that you..jr;ight like to examine it. It isn't for sale or trade, but, if you'd 
like, you may photograph it. 

If there is anything that you want out of it. I'll be attending the Scnuhnan 
Kreisberg sale here in N.Y. next week, and will be haopy to execute whatever 
bids you may see fit to olace with me. Also, the Stack sale on the 27th. 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 



Richard Picker 




RICHARD PICKER 

COINS 

P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 

Long Island. N.Y. 
MAyfair 1 -0763 


DATE 




N9 3044 



A.N.A. 


A.N.S. 




P. D. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND, N, Y. 
MAYFAIR 1-D763 


icliarJ 


er 


SPECIALIZrNQ IN EARLY U. S., 
CDLONIAL AND STATE CDINS 


RESPECTFULLY INVITED 


February 3 , I960 


Dear Eric ; 

Busy as heck vnih the forthcoming Kreisberg-Schuiman sale, but did manage to 
run across this piece, which T think deserves your considered opinion. Of 
course, with the plates that T have jjo work with in the book, I can't be 
certain of anything, but, it seems to be a new obverse as well as a new re- 


verse. 


I don't know w^hether or not I had mentioned it previously, but I've embarked 
upon a task that I believe is most probably impossible to complete. I'm now 
collecting large cents in brockage by dates, as vrell as major obverse and 
reverse varieties' I now have about 21 different obverses and one reverse. 

If you have any large cent brockages at all, I'd be most happy to try to trade 
you out of them. I can even use duplicate dates, since there’ are some people 
who have them but wont part with them, unless 1 can supply another, then they 
will help me out with a missing date. So, I'd appreciate it very much if you'd 
go thru your junk box, and see what you can find. 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely 



Richard Picker 


P.S. Haven't you yet come out of shock??? 



RICHARD PICKER 

COINS 

P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 

Long Island. N.Y. 
MAyfair 1-0763 
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INVENTORY 
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DATE. 


3/ { o 


N9 3057 





APPROVAL 


THIS IS A NON-PROFIT 
ORGANIZATION 


WE DIDN’T PLAN IT THAT WAY — 


BUT IT IS! 


February 26, I960 


Mr.Rlchard Picker 
P«0«Box 366 Albertson 
Long Island, New York 

Dear Dlckt 

Yon poor neglected esanl I am so busy I don*t even have 
time to endorse the checks I received You are not the only 
one who is neglected* 

The matter of the book sale at Swann was a fiasco because 
you were not there* The books have been duly divided up, 
after confusion and overpaying* 

Your nice comments as to the Nova article are appreciated 
in spite of the fact that you read it in crowded quarters* 

I certainly did not make clear the origin of the 1786 
piece because I don’t know where it originated* 

I do not have any Brockage or large cents so I can’t help 
you on this item* I avoided that kind of item instead of 
seeking it. 

I am returning the 8 -string Virginia which is the 10-W* 
Throe or four of these have come to my attention and in 
the New Netherlands sale of about June, 19^8 much point 
was made of the discovery of this new variety and given 
soi^s different number there* 

I am also returning an interesting double striking of a 
British 1775 imitation halfpence which you sent me on Janu- 
ary 28* It is not an American type and I hope you will 
return it to your customer with thanks for having shown 
it to ms* 

The $80*00 Continental piece which you sent me for examin- 
ation is a oountorfeit which I listed in my article and 
carefully described* It even has the water marking* It 
has been redeemed by the government, which is not surpris- 
ing, but the "X" on the face was supposed to indicate it 
was a counterfeit and some official took it, nevertheless* 
The government had to stand behind its officials who re- 
deemed counterfeits and this was merely another reason why 
Continental money went to Hell* 
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February 26, I960 


Mr. Richard Picker 


I am behind in my photography and for that reason have n ot 
returned theother Virginia halfpenny which is definitely 
a new obverse and will be known as 11-D* I wan.t you to 
know that I will write these new items up in the ANS Hotes 
and you will get full credit for having discovered them. 

I have to leave for a meeting so this is my installment for 
the moment. 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P. NEVmAN 


EPN/atb 


Dear Eric ; ^ 

The following is offered to me thru the mail, and I have^ 
no interest in it. If you da. I'll have it sent on ap- 
proval to you. het me know. 

22 page booklet-Table showing value of old tenor bills in 
Lawful money, etc. circa 1750, 1 3/h" X 3 5/8" marbled 
paper c ver. . . . ;!522.50 ppd, cwo, subj. to prior sale. 

■iiihat else is new??? 


Kindest regards 



A.N.A. 


A.N.5. 



MAYFAIR 1-D763 

SPECIALIZING IN EARLY U. S., March 8, i960 

COLONIAL AND STATE COINS 


INQUIRIES 

RESPECTFULLY INVITED 


Mr. Eric Neman 

Edison Brothers Stores Co. 

llOO ’(Yashington Ave. 

St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Eric : 

It certainly was nice speaking with you last week at George's 
house. Too bad we weren't all able to get together for a nice 
session. I sincerely hope any time you find you are going to 
be in or new New York, you will let me know, and perhaps we can 
spend an evening together. 

Sorry I can't enclose any new discoveries, but things have been a 
/■ -« - -r-, little slow in the discovery field lately. I hope you will get 

--arbund'“to some cf'ins to trade for that oolonial paper 

money that I still have set aside for you. As soon as we can vdnd 
this thing up, I believe that I have some other very interesting 
items along the same line to send on to you. bo not want to get 
one confused with the other. I feel certain that this second batch 
will work out to much better advantage. 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 



m/ a 



IJear Eric; 

Just sug(fe8^d to a friend of mine that he send you a 
^ew coins authentication. One is an NE XII which 
I susneet,.^d the other is a pretty genuine locking, 

■hiut I'm- noVCertain FUCIO. They are botn from different 
sources, and I have nothing to do with eitner of them, 
but a;., only trying to protect a friend. I'd greatly ap- 
preciate it if you would give them both your careful at- 
tention, and let him have your report as soon as possible. 
Would also like to see what yo can offer in trade for 
the paper. 

^‘•indest regards. 


Sincerely, 


March 18, I960 


Mr# Richard Picker 
P • 0 • Box 366 

Albertson, Long Island 
New York 

Dear Dick* 

Please have thera send the 1750 booklet to 
me# It sounds like Massachusetts but, God 
Forbid, they should state what area it is 
from# I will want it if it is in good 
condition • 

Thanks for thinking of rae# 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


A.N.A. 


A.N.S 




P. □. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 
MAYFAIR 1-0763 


SPECIALIZING IN EARLY U. S., 
□ □LGNIAL AND STATE COINS 


INQUIRIES 

RESPECTFULLY INVITED 


March ?5j I960 


Dear Eric : 

Just got to your Letter, and have already written for the booklet to be snipped 
directly to you if still available. If it is, T hone it's sometning that you can 
use. I've been av/ay at the GolurriV:us convention, and after a side trio, was snowed 
in till /fe. nesday. Am now rushing to get my stuff ready for a one day show' in 
N.J. tomorrow. 

As long as I'm v^riting, here are a few' more Virginias to check. I have them 
tentatively attributed, but, can't be certain. Plates????? 

The last time that T s’'oke w'ith you, you told me tnat you'd like to trade back for 
that 1783 Nova 1-A ex Nines, that you gave me for a 178? Conn 52-G. Also have some 
very cnoice condition oieces of the other varieties that might improve yours. If 
you like, ''ll nut together the nicest I nave of each variety, and send them on to 
you, and you can nick out any that are improvements, and w'e'll work out a trade. 

Tne onl?/- thing to keep in mind in tnis trade is tnat since I collected all of the 
die break progressions as ivell as olanchet sizes, tne collection numbered over 4 O 
nieces, and when I added those to what I had in stock, I now have about 60 of them, 
and wouldn't be interested in trading for any more of them, unless, of course, you 
have an extra 1786 . 

Again, I ask you to please choose some coins that w'e can use in trace for all that 
Colonial paper that t still have asiue for you. If you dig out that letter of mine 
in v<fhich you made me price it to you, and take all of the things that I said into 
consideration, carefully, I think you'll find that the price really wasn't out of 
line as a price, and, I'm still anxious to make a trade for coins. Also remember, 
they d n't have to be colonial coins. I can use nice early U.S. d' nominations as 
well. So, let's hear from you soon on this, as well as the above mentioned trace. 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 



Richard Picker 


P.". If these Virginias are as described, they have already been spoken for 
by a friend w'ho was tnere when I acquired them. 
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RICHARD PICKER 

COINS 

P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 

Long Island. N.Y. 
MAyfair 1-0763 
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A.N.A. 


A.N.E. 




P. □. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND, N. Y, 
MAYFAIR 1-0763 


tcliard 


er 


SPECIALIZING IN EARLY U. S., 
COLONIAL AND STATE COINS 


RESPECTFULLY INVITED 


INQUIRIES 


Aoril 2, I960 


Dear Eric : 


After my wife returned from a shopoing tour with three pairs of shoes fro the 
local "BAKER’S", it reminded me that I had something on my mind to vo’ite to 
you about. So, after dutifully scolding her for purchasing such cheap shoes, 

I hastened to .y office to neck out this thought that's been on my mind. 

Re: the Kosa -^ericana pre-patent patterns; 

1. riow do we know that they are Rosa pieces? fhere is notning in the legends 
that indicate either Am.ericana or even Hibernia. 

2. These were supposedly made in 1717 (dated on the twopence). In 1717, wnere 

did '.7oods ever get the idea that he miight obtain the patents? 

3. According to Crosby, George I brought this frail beauty back from nis 

.iourney from Ramburg to “ngland. /flien did tnis Journey take place? If 

it was long before 1717, then perhaps a deal may have been cooKine to make 
all of this possible, but, if it was close to, or after 1717, then there 
could have been no possibility for Wooes to even think that he mignt buy 
a patent from her, or, that she would ever have one, or, tnat there would 
ever be one for anyone to give. 

h. Is there anv documentation or proof of any kind that these are actually 
patterns that relate to either the Rosa or Hibernia pieces? 

5. If these were actually patterns m.ade in 1717, and the actual coinage 
didn't berrin until 1722, 5 years later, how come tnere is no evidence 
of otner experii-ientation during that time? 

6. Can vfe expect another article or inonograph on this subject???? 

After the purchase of all of those shoes (and my daughter needs some too), don't 
you tnink you can afford my price on that colonial paper? 

Kindest regards. 




April 3', I960 


Mr. Richard Picker 
P.O.Box 366 , Albertson 
Long Island, New York 

Ee*ar Lick: 

Since you were so nice in helping rae acquire the little 
booklet on Colonial currency, I ara sending the same to 
you for your examination. I think you will enjoy its 
novelty and you may return it at your convenience. In- 
cidentally, I was amused by Mr, Hirsch making it con- 
fidential between the source of the book and himself 
so as not to let me know he was making a profit. In any 
event I have paid him and I thank you for the opportunity 
of acquiring this very rare and unusual example of what 
the well-informed capitalist in Colonial times had to 
carry around in his pants pocket to deal with the various 
coins, paper money, and what-have-you, which circulated. 

I am also returning one of the Virginia halfpennies which 
you recently sent me, being 3-Z and also the new variety, 
11-B. I am keeping the 8-H, which you recently sent, 
for photography, as it is a great improvement over my 
previous pictui*e. It will be returned subsequently. 

Thanks, again. 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


April i960 


Mr. Richard Picker 
P.O.Box 366 Albertson 
Long Island, New York 

Dear Dicks 

A quick answer to your inquiry of April 2 , I 960 . The pre- 
patent patterns classified as Rosa Americana have no relation- 
ship to Rosa Americana coins. They are merely patterns during 
the rule of George I. I don*t know when George I picked up 
the Duchess of Kendall as this phase of his sex life has not 
been the subject of my perusal. 

The patterns which you speak of were struck by the regular 
British mint. Mr. Woods was required to set up his own minting 
facilities and I have the excerpt from a newspaper published 
in 1722 stating the information concerning the two locations 
in which he operated. Do you know that there was never a 
revocation of the Rosa patent? Do you know that the 1733 
twopence Rosa Americana was dated three years after poor 
William Woods was dead? And I would not be surprised if they 
were minted much later. I have considerable material assembled 
on this matter but have a few other projects ahead of it. 

As to the Colonial paper money, the only thing I can suggest 
is that you give me some individual pricing. 

I am glad your daughter buys fine merchandise at very reason- 
able prices from us. "Us" has trouble buying merchandise at 
reasonable prices from her father. Maybe the reason for 
your price sjythat you are keeping a Duchess of Kendall. 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


A.N.S. 


^A.N.A. 



MAYFAIR 1-D763 

SPECIALIZING IN EARLY U. S., INQUIRIES 

CCLGNIALAND STATE CCINS RESPECTFULLY INVITED 

April 20 , i960 

Dear Dric : 

Please excuse the haste of this short note. Have loads to do in preparation 
for the Detroit convention, and the M sale this week-end. One of my infor- 
mants, and he's usually wrong, told me tnat you v/ere planning to be at the 
Detroit convention, and might even be the guest speaker. In the event thtit he 
isn't wrong, I'm goinp to be looking forward to spending some time there with 
you. I arrive Wednesday evening. I would like to suggest, for the nth time, 
that you bring along some dunlicates in the coin line, anc I'll bring along 
all this paper I have aside for you, and I'm certain that vre ' 11 be able to 
arrive at a deal, ^lease let >me know if you'll be tnere, and whether or not 
I should bring this paper. 

To add to your problems, I just answered a request from D.L. Vaill, Jr. for 
your address, so, you'll probably have some more correspondence shortly. 

Kindest regards. 



April 22, I960 


Mr. Richard Picker 
P.O.Box 366 Albertson 
hong Island, New York 

Dear Dick: 

Your unreliable informant retains his . tatus. 

I wasn't asked to be guest speaker. I am not 
going to attend - I will be at home, gardening. 

The committee for republishing articles in 
the Numismatist is meeting there and wanted 
me to come, but I have no time for coins. 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


May 6, I960 


Mr* Richard Picker 
P.O.Box 366 
Albertson Long Island 
New Tork 

Dear Dick: 

This is not a letter. This is Just a return of 
the items I have on hand belonging to you^ or 
others, with the exception of the forged Willow 
Tree sixpence. 

I do not know what made you think the bar cent 
was not genuine. It certainly seems to me that 
it is genuine. 

The nine open items are enclosed with comments 
on the envelopes. Thank you for the opportunity 
of examining them. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


t 


•tckard tcler 


P. O. BOX 366, ALBERTSON 
LQNB ISLAND, N. Y. 

RETURN POSTAGE GUARANTEED 


cleiA 

LEONARDO DA VINCI 


Dear Eric ; 



Thanks ^'or the copy of thi 
letter to L.H. It answers my 
recent comment. But, to date, 
notning has come thru answering 
anything else. Would also like to discuss 
plans with you regarding a get together 
with a number of interested people, and 
just exchange ideas. We talked about this 
some time ago, and again at the ANS. Can 
we work out something definite? 


Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 







A.N.A. 


A.N.S. 



MAYFAIR 1-D763 


SPECIALIZING IN EARLY U. S., 
COLONIAL AND STATE COINS 


April 11, i960 


mguiRiES 

RESPECTFULLY INVITED 


Dear Eric : 


Thanks for both letters of the 5th, and for sending on that little booklet. 
Though very interesting, my conclusion is that it would have been much sim- 
pler to have been poor in those days. Though no mention is made of the col- 
onel:, I don't imaging that you'll have much difficulty in cetermining it from 
the date of Act quoted in the back. I've had other correspondence from WxT. 
Hirsch, which convinces me that he's a weiro person. But, if he can supply 
such items, vre'll keep answering his mail. Glad to hear that the Virginia 
plates are in progress, and will soon be reaay. Your startling statement 
re: Woods items comes as quite a sirprise. This was only a conjecture on 
my part. I didn't know that you were working on the subject. My first ia- 
pulse was to call JJF, so that he might omit it from his new Standard Cat, 
or, make some menton of it. But, T restrained myself when I realized that 
perhaps you'd Like it to come as new inforraation if and when you publish. 

T die check the old S.C. as well as the red bood, and found to my surprise 
that the R.B. didn't mention them at all. Was also amused at the infonaation 
in the red book to the effect that tne Rosas 5tK±± were well received by the 
colonists, and to see in the S.C. tnat tuey were highly unpopular, 'fhe R.B. 
does make aiention of the fact tnat yY.W. diec in 173O5 ano that the 1733 was 
made by the successors to the patent. Re: the paper money, I can't unoer- 
stand Avhy you won't asserable some duplicate coins, send them on in trace, and 
tuat will wind up the whole matter. To price them individually, would mean 
so much more work, and again, a higher figure. You know very well that this 
is all giiess work vfith me, and I have nothing to go on except the 1955 ‘V/R 
cat. In any event, let's keep my duchess out of this. And now to a few more 
goodies for your inspection, study, and a fev/ answers. This Unity 'States 
that seems to be in bras-. Is it, ano hov/ unusual is it? This Noe 5 has 
me puzzled. It looks like a nhondy, as does the N.27, but they both weigh 
anoroxlmately <^K. Is it possible that they're genuine, ana just have been 
cle ned in acid or something? Tie Bar cent also. Doesn't se m to be genuine, 
nor a Bolen, ''low I'm Questioning the fact that it's a struck piece. Also, 
for your ai-iuseiuent are enclosed another unpubl.isneo. PTS counterfeit, another 
Noe iq-lU, anc a British ^d douu le struck. None of tnese belong to me, but, 

I may be able to acquire at least some of them if I'm lucky (?). I'm going 
over a vmole lot of material for somebody, and am picking out everytning 
tnat I reel you'd like to see. There should be soiae more in a week or so. 

I'g appreciate it vei'y much if you 'a return these as soon as possible along 
vdtn trie answers to m'y questions. Of course, if anything is interesting 
enoug.. to photograph, jnat hold onto it, anc take your tDue. 



RICHARD PICKER 

COINS 

P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 

Long Island, N.Y. 
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P. □. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 
MAYFAIR 1-0763 


SPECIALIZING IN EARLY U. S., 
COLONIAL AND STATE COINS 


INQUIRIES 

RESPECTFULLY INVITED 


May 3 , i 960 


Dear Eric; 

Sorry rny inforraant. had t,o be wrong. At this ooint, I don't even remeinber who 
mentioned that you mieht be there. In any event, it's over, anc I had a suc- 
cess'f'ul time there, as well as an interesting one. Here's a niece that I felt 
you would like to see, and, nerhaps nnotogrann. I borrowed it for this reason, 
and promised a prompt return, so, please see what you can co about returning it 
to me soon. It was purchased by a dealer as genuine (!), and he wants to re- 
turn it for refund as soon as pos'^ible. Meanwhile, should some strange coinci- 
dence find you here in h.Y. this week-end, and you come up to our convention at 
the Bark Sheraton, I'll have another very interesting item to show you./ If not. 
I'll mail it to you next v/eek. 

Please answer some of these questions; 

1. i/Vill you assemble some duplicate coins for trace for the paper? 

2. If not, are there any that you specifically want me to P'ice individually? 

3. Or, should we forget the viiiole tning? 

U. Some time ago, you mentioned that you would like to re-acquire the Hines 
specimen of 1783 Nova, 1-A, that you traded to me when T was collecting 
them. I have it aside since I broke up the collection, and put it into 
stock. You let me have this piece for a I 787 Conn 52-G. If you still want 
it, what do you suggest in trade? If you don't want it, please let me know, 

and I'll Put it back into stock. Also, should any other of your Novas need 
improvement, let me know which ones, I still have some nice condition pieces 
le ft. 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 




RICHARD PICKER 

COINS 

P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 

Long Island. N.Y. 
MAyfair 1 -0763 
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P. D. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 
MAYFAIR 1-0763 
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SPECIALIZING IN EARLY U. S., 
□ □LGNIAL AND STATE COINS 


RESPECTFULLY INVITED 


NQUIRIES 


iay 10, i 960 


Dear Eric 


Thanks for your "not a letter", Arn busy as heck virinding uo tne '^.Y. con- 
vention, as well as all of the backlog fron the Detroit affair, but, did 
find the time todouble check my feelings about this bar cent. I'm enclosing 
one of ray own so that you'll have one handy to check. I don't own a Bolen. 

I think you'll find that mine varies quite consiuerably from this piece that 
I susoect, esnecially on the bar side. For one thing, it doesn't have the 
Distinctive lip on the left eno of the 2nd bar or the break between the 6th 
and 7th in the center. This might be explained by saying that it is an early 
state, except for the fact that it has other breaks (or engravers scratches) 
not shovm on mine. Please give tnis one a little more time. 

The other piece enclosed is an lOuO original(?). Upon careful examination 
you'll find tnat it has a faintly reeded eage. It seems to be genuine enough, 
ano I suspect that the reeding was caused by the fact that it was struck using 
a collar from either a 25c* piece or d 5* gold piece, wnicn are botn slightly 
larger, and woulc allow the coin to spread to just about touch the reeded col- 
lar. Or, what can you find out about it? I'd appreciate v^hatever you can 
tell me about it. 

im anxiously awaitinp the return of the V/il-Ow. 

Do you v^ant me to try to acquire that counterfeit Pine Tree for you? 

Have you any idea w^hen you miaht be here in the east again? 

Kindest regarcis, 


Sincerely 



l^chard Picker 




RICHARD PICKER 

COINS 

P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 

Long Island. N.Y. 
MAyfair 1 -0763 
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S/n/eo 


Dear Eric: 

This is not a letter. Here's another Virginia I can't pin down. /i/hat do 
you make of it? Can't you please rush that (Viilow phoney along? The owner 
wants uo get a refund on it. Also, what can you tell me about a Virginia note, 
,' 5100 . Y/lU/SO, signed by Turner and John Dyne? I've had quite a few of the 
10/16/80 notes, but this is the first I've seen of the T/lu/SO. It's in about 
average conoition. It belongs to a friend of mine, ano i want to make as fair 
an offer as possible, I don't -.vant to steal it, or overpay for it. I spoke to 
Dick Hoober about it, and he couldn't tell me anything about it. As a matter 
of fact, even though he pictured one in his monograph, for some strange reason, 
he neglected to mention the issue in the text.' And, what are we going to do 
with that group of colon al paper I have here for you????????? Take some time 
off from the garden, and try to wprk out something, v'ihen are you coming east?? 





RICHARD PICKER 

COINS 

P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 

Long Island, N.Y. 
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5/18/60 


Dear Eric; 


Am checking these die varieties for a customer, and, frankly, I have to 
admit that T 'm confused with them. Perhaps it’s in the striking or in 
our difference in technique, but about half of these .aeasurements don't 
check out. At any rate, these are the tentative attributions that I've as- 
signed. Would you please check them out again, and either confirm or cnange 
these attributions. As of now, none are available, but, should you fino any 
here that you'd like, I ^eel that I'll be able to get them for you on an 
ecuitable basis. 


Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 


/ Richard Picker 






RICHARD PICKER 

COINS 
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Long Island. N.Y. 
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May 25, I960 


Mr. Richard/ Picker 
P.O.Box 366 

Albertson, Long Island, New Xork 
Dear Diokt 

Receiving mail from you is exciting as you seem to turn up 
everything curious. 

I ara returning herewith the Willow Tree sixpence counterfeit 
with an opinion which you may give to the purchaser. I have 
taken its picture. 

As to the Bar fient, you are right. The coin which you sent 
me is a bad one but I notice in the early auction catalogues 
that they were having a very difficult tine determining good 
ones from bad ones. So that you could throw a little further 
light on the item I am returning your original Bar dent, the 
questionable one and am sending my Bolen and ray thin-lettered 
counterfeit. I an also sending you the notes which I have 
made concerning the Bar cents in question. I believe that 
the questionable one is a struck copy which has been bothering 
people for many years. I»ll bet there are lots more of then 
passing around as Bolen's, or genuine. If you want to swap 
this questionable Bar Cent for a Bolen Ininica, in uncirculated 
condition, I will be glad to do so. Please give me your thoughts 
on the Bar Cent matter and return my two fake Bar Cents, at 
your convenience. 


Incidentally, you still have ny letter punches and I am wonder- 
ing what is happening with respect tothera. 


You asked me about the Virginia issue of 7/lli/80. These are 
somewhat scarcer than the IO/I 6 / 8 O notes but not too much. 

I have in ray collection the following of the 7 /IU/ 8 O 1 $6-2/3. 

^^5, $35, $U5, $55, $ 60 , $80 and $100. There are many 
Virginia issues which are much rarer. 


The eleven Virginia pieces which you sent me and which you 
classified are absolutely accurate and I was glad to see them. 
*hey are also returned therewith. 


Page 2 

Mr. Richard Picker 


May 25, I960 


The l8U0 half cent which you forwarded is being returned. 
Vfhat la original or restrike anong the half cents is still 
very doubtful. It appears that the planchet for this coin 
was milled and then the coin was struck in a collar crushing 
the milling against the side. This looks like some of the 
typical funny-business going on at the mint. 

After 20 years of research I have located "Bungtoim** . It 
isn’t anywhere that anyone else has guessed. As soon as my 
research is more complete I will give you the details. 


Cordially, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN 


epn/atb 


May 25, I960 


MEMORANDUM 


I have examined an alleged Willow Tree sixpence for- 
warded to me for examination. It is different from any var- 
iety heretofore published, the base of the trunk on the tree 
resembling an upside down «T". The ends of the serifs are 
square cut, going off to the right side and not to the left. 

The branches look like long leaves. The inner circles are 
made with a six-sided punch and the bottom of the first E 
in NEW ENGLAND has a saw tooth shape to avoid overlapping 
with the inner ring. The coin weighs h7 grains which is far 
in excess of the 36 grains which would be normal. Its specific 
gravity is 10.t indicating it is silver. The obverse and 
reverse are very badly aligned, the top of the reverse being 
directly underneath but 2 o* 

In my opinion the coin is a 


ERIC P. NEWMAN, President 
ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETI 



EPN/atb 



May 27, I960 


halfpenny which you forwarded to ne on 

. u i.;ss :: n"::%rr 

■•■*7 Sm'S; wu!«*nr"«TJr«tS!3' ‘"i’ 

you will get the credit. ^ promieed, ard 


EPN 


A.N.A. 


A.N.S. 




P. □. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND, N. Y, 
MAYFAIR 1-0763 


SPECIALIZING IN EARLY U. S., 
COLONIAL AND STATE COINS 


INQUIRIES 

RESPECTFULLY INVITED 


May 31) i960 


Dear Eric : 


J-* 


Thanks very nuch for your letter, and for th return of all of that material. 
Here are your two Bar cent forgerys. It seems to me I've seen pieces Like 
your Bald'W'in 8/98 specimen before, and in silver as well as cooper. I've been 
under the impression that these were made by Betts. Is this correct, or, what 
do you know about them? Unfortunately, I'm not in a position to swap this 
niece, or sell it, or anything. It doesn't belong to me, but is part of a 
large grouo that was sent to me for attribution and authentication. I should 
imagine that I'll be able to pu-'-chase a few things from the group, but I'm 
certain that the ovmer wouldn't consioer a sw'ap, especially for a Bolen or 
any other copy. He's going to be disappointed enough when he lenms that this 
one isn't genuine. If it turns out that he's willing to sell it. I'll see what 
he'll take for it. 


The letter punches are in gooc. hands. The party v;ho has them started ivith one 
of my nunches, and that was as far as he got. As soon as things slow up for 
him a bit, he's goin;? to strike trie rest of them, and then wc 'll study them, 
and will send tnem on for your study. Meanvdiile, here is one of the results 
of the first nunching. The Rs are from something else, and only usea to test 
the metal for striking. There is one impression here liiade directly from the 

Punch. The others were made from a die that was maae with the punch. Y 'U 

may keep this, I have a few other samples of tne striking. I haven't as yet 

cone anything as far as tying to compare it, because I've been waiting for 

him to make all of the dies and strikings, and tnen felt I'd sit cown and see 
what could find. Meanwhile, can you come up ivitn an.ything on tnis. 


i¥as fascinated with the Franklin State article in the May Scrapbook, 'd never 
heard o.-f this before. /.Tiat do yon know about it? Or is it just fantasy, to see 
how many people will believe everything they read? Or, is this your Bungtown? 



Rega-dinfr the I8U0 Is the reeding put on the planchet before a coin is 

struck, or, is the collar reeded, and when the coin struck, the metal flowrs 
into the reeded collar? T've always been under the impression that it was the 
Tatter, and with that thinking in mind, felt that this piece may have been 
struck usi-g the col ar of either a 25d piece or .>5. gold. It would then be 
logical to assume tr.at if this were done, ano the metal flowed outw'ard tovwara the 
collar, that since the planchet was slightly smaller than either of the 



- 2 - 


25(^ or $5., the metal iftould have flowed only oart way to the collar, and re- 
ceive the faint reedinc as seen. You're more familiar with the early processes 
of the mint. How does tais so’und to you? 

Tnanks for the info on the Virginia paper money. For some reason I felt it 
v.'as really something. I'm also happy about finding nev; varieties in the 
Virginia coinage for you. Though I vi/on't mention plates again, I will say 
that I'd be able to do a lot better if I had more legible reference material. 


For the umpteenth tiiue, what am I to do witn all of this colonial paper I 
have aside for you. T'm reluctant to puu it back into stock, because I know 
that you want it. If you want me to. I'll do it, but, I'd rather not. You 
have enough nice duplication in coins that could make a trade that would be 
^ mutually advantageous. I have quite enough paper, and don't v;ant any more. 

Also, I don't handle copies or electros. Anything else in saleable coins 
would be satisfactory, choose our owm field. Though T'd prefer nice colonials, 
since I'm a dealer, I can use anything in tne way of nice saleable coins, or 
for that matter, even rolls, proof sets, or gold, if you have tnat sort of stuff 
stashed away. I don't handle that sort of uiaterial, but could easily turn it 
over to other dealers who do. So, let's get this over with, one way or the 
other. 



The Gastorland pieces have -always been a source of confusion for me. There 
are so many dif erent varieties in the restrikes. Here's one in copper, that 
apoears to perhaps be an original. The only reason that 1 have for this pos- 
sible conclusion is that it has a very early state of the die break that sup- 
poseoly occurrs on the original (reverse sm from rim thru S of PARENS) Is 
there any simple way of distinguishing the originals from the early re strikes? 


Kindest regards. 




Sincerely, 


Richard Picker 


I 



RICHARD PICKER 

COINS 

P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 

Long Island. N.Y. 
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June 9 f i960 


Mr* Richard Picker 
P.O.Box 366 

Albertson, Long Island, New York 
Dear Cioks 


lour letter of Jlay 
cent with the thin 
and, as you state, 
believe Betts made 


31, i960 was stimulating, as usual. The bar 
lettering apparently came from New Hampshire 
come in silver as well as copper. I do not 
these as they are too good for his products. 


I am returning the Castorland piece and you are Justified in your 
confusion. Fundamentally you must recognize this is not a coin 
and never circulated for one* The originals are supposed to have 
reeded edges. Mine has and only weighs 133 grains while yours 
weighs 199. They have restruck on many different occasions. 

Mine has a tiny die break also. There can be originals with 
plain edges but I believe the problem is academic. 


Regarding the I8I4.O half cent, the reeding was put on coins 
prior to I836 by a milling machine before the coin was struck* 
After 1836 when steam coinage was used the collar provided the 
reeding, however, when funny business went on at the mint, 
coins were struck in a plain collar and subsequently had their 
edges reeded. I do not believe that your particular coin was 
struck in a reeded collar as it is too uniform and parts of the 
collar would have pressed into the coin more than others. It 
appears to me as though the reeding had been done first and 
it was struck in a plain collar afterwards. 

I still would like to work out something with respect to the 
Colonial paper money and would like to release most of it 
so that you can sell it as I keep on buying nice pieces for far 
less than you want to get for damaged ones. I *11 clean this 
up the next time I get to New York. 

For your ©dification, I am enclosing a photocopy of the Bungtown 
Patriot - my newest discovery. 

Kindest personal regards* 


Sincerely yours. 


EPN/atb 


A.N.A, 


A.N.5. 




P. □. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 
MAYFAIR 1-D763 


ev 


SPECIALIZING IN EARLY U. S., 
COLONIAL AND STATE COINS 


RESPECTFULLY INVITED 


NQUIRIES 


Jme 13 , i960 


Dear Eric ; 

First, on your note about the State of Franklin, of course it intri- 
gued me because I have never heard of it. Did such a thing ever 
exist? How come history books leave it out if it did? 

Though you say I am justified in my confusion over the Castorland 
piece what is your conclusion? It seems from the die state it should 
be one of the originals. 

Thanks very much for the ellucidation on the I8U0 half cent. lour 
exnlanation makes a lot of sense. 

Now that I have finally got you to say something about the Colonial 
paper, when do you expect your nexrb visit to New York might be? 

Also, rather than try to pick out one here and there, why not get 
together ^ few duolicate coins and make one swap for thewhole deal? 

The photo copy is very interesting, though very difficult to make out. 

I hope your original is much clearer. Where was this thing printed? 

It seems to me I heard a story long ago regarding Bungtown that some 
member of the New York blub many years ago exhibited this and just made 
up the town, I have alvirays gone along v/ith that, never believing that 
there is such aplace. Have you seen any other copies of this thing 
or is this the only one? 

Perhaps the New York Public Library would have something on this. 
Kindest regards. 


rp;ls 




7/19/60 



Dear Eric : 



^ust a quick note to keep you hearing from me. One new recent discovery, 
a new 1788 Vermont reverse ’with obverse lU. The coin is now on the way 
to MS for nhotograpny, and as soon as 1 have the prints. I'll for-ward 
one to you. Meanwhile, I'd anoreciate it very much if you would forward 
me a few nrints each of the three New Virginias that I had sent you some 
time ago, and that you mentioned you had pnotographed. I'd like one each 
for my f'iles, and would like to send a few out to-'a few collectors wno are 
interested in the subject. By the way. In the NN 5lst catalogue, where 
t .ey describe their 10-AA (lO-'/V) they mention tne distance between perioos 
as 26 6Uths. This piece of mine, as well as two others measureo by anotner 
collector measure 27| 6liths. Do you think it's possible that they maoe 
an er/’or in measurements, or, perhans had a different obverse than what 
we now call 10? The new/ obverses 11 and 12 are each 30 6utns. Outside of 
these three (10-’.7; 11-D; 12-W), do you know if tnere have been any otfier 
new ones discovered? Any new’s about a trip east? 




August 1, i 960 


Mr* Richard Picker 
P.O.Box 366 

Albertson, Long Island, New York 
Dear Dick: 

Qlad to hear from you. 

I am enclosing pictures of obverses 9, 11, 12 and 1 $ of 
Virginia. You are familiar with the first three. The 
latter is combined as 15-D. I am sorry I haven *t more 
for your friends but these will be published, in due 
course . 

I believe that the New Nethcrland cataloguing of variety 
is an error in the distance between periods. The 
coin, as illustrated by them, is identical with ray photon 
graph of another piece. 

I just have so much coin correspondence to catch up on 
I cannot get any work done. I am even catching "Hell" 
for not responding. 

Your helpfulness is always most appreciated. 

No visit to New York in prospect for the moment. 


Sincerely, 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


A.N.S. 


A.N.A. 




P. □. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND, N, Y. 
MAYFAIR 1-0763 


SPECIALIZING IN EARLY U. S., 
COLONIAL AND STATE COINS 


RESPECTFULLY INVITED 


INQUIRIES 


August 1 , i960 


Dear Eric : 


lYell, here we go again. Enclosed is a photo of anotner new reverse die of 
tne Vermont series. The obverse is #lh. I'm not too hapoy with the photo- 
graphy (ANS), and though the coin is only borrowed, I have oeri.ission to 
keep it for a while, and I olan to show it to Ken Bressett at the Boston 
Convention, and perhaps he can get a better shot witn his portable equip- 
ment. If he does. I'll see that you get anotner print. Also enclosed are 
a grouo of counterfeit halfpennies. These don't belong to me. I'm attrib- 
uting a large grouo of colonials for a client, and these are in the collection. 
Since I know that you're studying tnem, I got permission .to send them on to 
you. They are not for sale. However, snoulc- you fina any here that you would 
particularly want, just m-ke a note of it on the envelope, ano I'll approach 
the owner about it. He may be willing to let some go, but, I can't make any 
promises. 

f'ut'^ide of the above, there's nothing much new. I've been anxiously aivaiting 
a reply ts my last letter, which had a few questions. If you're not too busy. 
I'd ap-^reciate it very much if you would oig it out, and answ/er it. 

Kindest reg-ards. 


Sincerely, 



P.S. Of course. I'll appreciate any information that you can give me on 
these pieces. You can either write it right on the envelopes, or, 
refer to them by number. 






RICHARD PICKER 

COINS 

P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 

Long Island. N.Y. 
MAyfair 1-0763 
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INVENTORY 

NUMBER 

PRICE 


9 -^ 








f- FT ^ 






































































A.N.A. 


A.N.S. 




P. Q. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 
MAYFAIR 1-D763 


er 


SPECIALIZINQ IN EARLY U. S., 
CaLONIAL AND STATE DDINS 


RESPECTFULLY INVITED 


INDUIRIES 


August i 960 


Dear Eric : 


Save this letter, it'll be rare some day, note the sniall o in date above. 

Thanks for yoior letter o*’ the 1st, and the photos. These leave some questions. 
First, on 7 /I 5 , v.by that muiiber? That has the neriod. I should think tnat 
you'd reserve 10 thru 19 for any ncv-. obverses discovered without neriod, 
and assign #s from 28 on for new ones with period. If you have them, and if 
it isn't too much trouble, I'd anoreciate the following orints; Obverse 10, 
and 13 & lu if these numbers exist, as well as Reverse /V. I know th t 10-rf 
is in the TO! catalogue, but, I don't ’,vant to cut it up, and I do like to 
keen the photos of these new varieties with the Virginia book. Have any 
new reverse dies been discovered outside of V? .Jhio discovered 15? 

In my letter of 6/13, I aske^ a few/ questions, which as yet are unanswered. 

1. Vas that Gastorland original or restrike, or, didn't you know? 

2. ’.That's the story on the State of Franklin, or, do you plan an article 
on tnis? 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely 




A.N.A. 


A.N.S. 



MAYFAIR 1-0763 

SPECIALIZING IN EARLY U. S., 

CDLONIAL AND STATE CDINS 


INQUIRIES 

RESPECTFULLY INVITED 


August i960 


Mr. Eric P, Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

UOO Washington Avenue 
St. TjOuis 2 , Mo. 

Dear Eric; 

Thanks very much for your letter and for the return of 
the counterfeit British one-half pence. 

1 am glad that you were able to find at least one new 
piece. I wil aporoach the owner and see on wh^t basis 
he will dispose of the only piece that you lack, if he 
will at all. 

Meanwhile I will wait until things quiet down for you, and 
upon my return from the den of thieves (Convention) I 
v^ill be hoping to find a letter from you regarding other 
items. 

'With kindest regards, I am. 


rojls 


Sincerely yours. 




10/17/60 



Dear Eric : 

Blessed be the Virginia pieces in Al Hoch's News Letter, You have my blessing. 
Meanwhile, I've just returned from the Providence convention, with another 
nev> discovery. Will calle the ANS tomorrow, and find out how quickly I can 

have it shot. If it can't be soon. I'll forward it to you, and you can do 

it, and write it up, and use it in the N.L. as well. So, you want to know 

what it is. Another Pine Tree Shilling] It's the die of Noe 26, but in an 

unfinished state. The 1st T has no right arm at all, and looks like an up- 
side aown L. The 2nd T has a small crossbar, and tnere are other evidences 
of the unfinished state of this die. By the way, if you'd like, you can let 
him publish this, as well as the other contemporary counterfeits that I found 
too late to be included in your last work. Of course, if you 'a rather hold 
this Mass stuff back, and do another supplement, it's perfectly OK witn me. • 
Meanwhile, how about digging up my unanswered mail, and answer. Also, there 
was one photo of the new Virginias that you didn't send. Can I have one? I 
'mentioned which one in one of my letters. Thanks. Also found another of 
trie new variety (B.5) of the 1805 25^ up there. On 2nd thought, here are both 
to examine. Have fun, and when you shoot the PTS, please send me a fev/ prints, 
so that I can send to a few other interested parties. 


Kindest regards. 


mm 


Sincerely, 


y 



10/18/60 





Dear Eric ! 



Just thought of checking Crosby and //urtzbach on that Pine Tree I sent to 
you yesterday. From my recollection of the piece, it seems that it matches 
the Crosby obverse 15, but, vVurtzbachs #50 matches the Noe 26, which I think 
should now be called 26^, and my piece 26. I'll be anxiously awaiting your 
coriraents. 

Kindest regards. 




MEMO/ 


10/22/60 




Dear Eric : 


I- 

Q 



Once again, I've tried to determine whether or not that bronze ^astorland 
is an original, or first re strike. I sent it on to George, and he doubts 
that it's original, but, still nothing oe'inite. I have one of the first 
restrikes in bronze, tnat is considerably thinner than this, has a reeded 
edge, and the word "cuivre" stamped thru the reeding. This niece is much 
thicker, has a plain edge, with no stamping, and has a much earlier state 
of the die break. Is that enought evidence to call it original? Can you 
give me some other way of telling? '//hat was your opinion? You never did 
state it, just said that these pieces were confusing. Would you like me 
to send both pieces, so that you can give it a little more study, ana per- 
haps come up with an answer tnat might be helpful in the future? 




11/2/60 




Dear Eric ; 



Some time ago, I showed this note(?) to you, I believe at an ANS meeting. 

T've just run across it again, and became interestea in iu. It's evidently 
2 different (or more) notes put together. I'd be interested in knowing 
just which ones they are, and thought that you might have some fun with 
them. MANA convention was dull, and the only discovery I made there was 
an 8-|-C New Jersey, I think. Since I've never seen the J.H. specimen, I 
asked George Euld to get me a photo of it. If it isn't that, tnen it ' s a 
completely new coulterless obverse, witn the C reverse. Am anxiously awaiting 
your comments on the Pine Tree I sent. I understand triere's to be a shoe 
convention in N.Y. in December. If you're going to attend, please let me 
know, perhans we can soend a little time together. Also, would like to 
wind up the note deal. If you come, bring some duplicate coins. If not, 
just shin some. You know what I can use, and what your duplicates are worth 
to you, etc. Hoch is hapoy that he can nublish the Virginias, and I told 
him to write to you for ohotos, etc. By the way, you n ver did send me the 
one I'm lacking. The only ones you sent were 11, 12, & l5, in addition to 
the better 9* Would like a photo of W reverse, plus any otner new ones. 


Kinoest regards. 


Sincerely, 



Richard Picker 



RICHARD PICKER 

COINS 

P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 

Long Island. N.Y. 
MAyfair 1 -0763 
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RICHARD PICKER 

COINS 


P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 


Long Island. N.Y. 
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August 12, I960 


Mr, Richard Picker 
P.O.Box 366, Albertson, 

Long Island, Hew York 

Dear Dick: 

Thanks for the iinglish halfpennj counterfeits to re- 
view. I have conrasnted on thea. This looks like 
a hoard as some of the Machin*8 pieces are about the 
same metal and corrosion. I am returning them under 
separAte cover. The only one I don*t have is a ITTii 
^d of uncertain origin, probably British. Tell the 
owner this is more than I have ever seen of Maohin 
pieces in one collection. 

The Vermont photo is nuch appreciated. 

Other matters must wait as I’m loaded with business 
work , 


Cordially, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 

EPN 

atb 


CD 


Dear Eric : 


9/9/60 




The convention was a success for me, and I'm just about getting caught up 
with my work. Ken Bressett took another shot of that new Vermont, and if 
it comes out any better than the 1st one, you'll get another print. He was 
telling me that you've been doing some research on Franklin Peale. It might 
interest you to know that I own the 2nd and 3rd parts of a draft, still 
joined, #2095, dated Sept 6, l83li, payable to Franklin Peale, in the amount 
of 12,500 francs, t.iru Nottingham & Co. Paris. It is on the Bank of the U.S. 
and is signed by Biddie. Could this have represented his expenses, or perhaps 
payments of some of the fees mentioned in the enclosed notes. the way, 
nlease return these notes to me. I hope all this is some help to you. I'm 
anxious to see the results. Now, how about digging up some of my wirt past 
mail, and answering some of the questions. When will you be in N.Y.? 


Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 




Here's another reference on Peale: 







"FRANKLIN PEALE 'S VISIT TO EUROPE IN THE MINTS SERVICE" 
by: Sister St. John Nepomucene 

published in; Journal of Chemical Education, March 1955j Vol 32, Page 156 





A.N.A. 


A.N.S. 



SPECIALIZING IN EARLY U. S. 
COLONIAL AND STATE COINS 


Mr. Eric P. Neman 
Edison Brothers “^tores, 
UOO “"ashington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 

Dear Eric: 


Kindest regards, 



P. a. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 
MAYFAIR 1'a763 


INQUIRIES 

RESPECTFULLY INVITED 


October 10, I960 


Inc, 


NU??????? 


Sincerely, 




Ootob«r 13» I960 


Mr* Hiohard Picker 
P.O.Box 366 

Albertson, Long Island, Hew York 
Lear Licks 

What do you think of publishing the new varieties 
of Virginia piaoes in the Kewa Letter vhiob 
A1 Booh is putting out? ^hia would be a nice 
way of doing it along with certain new infor?s-* 
atlon on the Virginia coinage which has de* 
velopted since the monograph was published. 

I would not do this without your blessing as 
you contributed so much to the developing of new 
varieties of Virginia pleoefi. 


Cordially, 


ERIC P. BEWMAN 

EPN/atb 


CCt Hr.A. D.Hooh 

57 Walsh Street 
Praaingham, Mass. 


November U, I960 


Mr. Richard Picker 
P.O.Box 366 

Albertson, Long Island 
New York 

Lear Dick: 

I don't want to neglect you even though I cannot answer every- 
thing. 

I do not have a negative on the Virginia 10-W. My picture is 
from ANS negative No. 58-0839 If you wish to order prints 
there will be no objection, I an sure. 

There are no other new dies which have cone to ny attention 
and Nos. 13 and lU are being left blank for the present. I 
have a better photograph of No. 9, which is enclosed. 

I presume you saw the Colonial paper money in the Parke-Bernet 
auction sale which shows how ridiculous some of your prices 
were. Lovely Georgia items did not bring $15.00 each and they 
are the toughest of then all. 

What in the world hss+|[^§g^pened to ny punches. You, or your 
confreres have camped/on longer than anything I ever camped on. 

I am returning the Pine Tree Noe 26 and the photos which I 
made of it. It certainly is a state before the state which 
is published and is identical to the one illustrated in Crosby, 
etc . 

As far as the paper money in which I an interested is concerned, 
you will have to price it individually before there is any horse 
trade as it is just too much work for me to get together coins 
in trade if the exchange price is out of line. Won't you do 
me that favor and put reasonable prices on the items. It is 
hard for you to understand that I do not enjoy acquiring pieces 
for my collection which are beyond my feeling of what is a 
fair value. I want you to make all the money in the world. Mow, 
these two features have to come together. 


Page 2 

Mr. Richard Picker 




Novembe r U, I960 


As far as the Castorland tokens are concerned, why do yon 
waste your time on this junk. These are raetals of the French 
which have been restruck continually since they were made. 

I don’t think anybody knows what is an original and what is 
a restrike. They are all proof surface, thick and thin, and 
various metals. 

I am not going to the shoe convention, in New York, in December, 
because that is for shoe men and I don’t know a right shoe 
from a left shoe. I am lucky to be able to tell a horse shoe 
from a Hanchu. 

I am very pleased that you are always turning up something 
new, whether at a dull coin convention or at the excitement 
of an election. 

The very best of everything. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


P.S. I am returning the 180^ piece which looks like a 

Browning Ho. 1 to me rather than the No. 

I am also returning the piece of Georgia paper money which 
is a composite of three separate notes. The right-hand 
side is the 20 shilling of 1773> the upper left-hand side 
is the 1769 issue as is the bottom of the left-hand side. 
This is integration. 


EPN 


November 8 , I 960 


Mr. Richard Picker 
P.O.Box 366 

Albertson, Long Island 
New York 

Dear Dick: 

It is very essential that I get a photostat or perhaps 
just the actual text of the broadside describing the 
1778 counterfeit Continental. I read you were in 
attendance at the sale. If you did not buy it then 
would you be kind enough to find out from Parke-Bernet 
who did so that I might get a copy. Incidentally, 
if you bought any of the paper money in that sale 
there are a few items which I do not have and which you 
might be willing to sell. Please let me know. 

A separate letter has been written to you on all other 
open matters. 


Cordially, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


A.N.A. 


A.N.S. 




P. □. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 
MAYFAIR 1-D763 


er 


SPECIALtZINQ IN EARLY U. S. 


INQUIRIES 


COLONIAL AND STATE COINS 


November 9, I960 


RESPECTFULLY INVITED 


Dear Eric; 

Nice hearing from you -‘gain. Sorry that you can't answer everything, but, 
it's been so long, that I've forgotten most of the questions. I callea ANS 
today, and ordered the nrint of the Virginia. T also told them about the 
Noe 26 , and they were interested, so it may be a nice gesture to send them 
a orint of my niece (Henry Grunthal). 

You keep calling my nrices on the Colonial paper riducuLous, but, who's selling 
the better ones for less. You mentioned the Parke-Bernet sale, and nicked out 
the best lot to quote. I admit that the 'Georgia s went cheap, @ .'$300. for 21 
notes. That's why I bought them, and, if you would like to see the markings 
in my catalogue, you'd see where I was prepared to go over $uJ0. for them. 

You probably know that the 2 early N.Y. notes brought -$375. and were purchased 
by Goodsneeds, a dealer. The fact that you 'got' your pair recently for $100. 
doesn't aiuer the fact that they're worth more. Ye can't always find little 
Old ladies with things that Grandna left around. Anyway, glad to hear you say 
that Georgia is tougnest. Harley freeman's 'Manuscript' article says that N.H. 
are the rarest, but, from my experience. I'm more inclined to agree with you. 

At any rate, I've broken down, and priced the notes individually, and here's i 
the list. Of course, you may not agree with the indivioual prices, but, re- 
member, the net brings them down to about 1/3 (or a little more) off. Also, 
there's another way bo look at it, as shown at the left of tne totals. Franklin 
notes, unpriced notes, and -sd notes should always be worth the average price 
shown, and some, a lot more. In addition, since I first priced them to you, I've 
had that much more experience, and know a little better what these tilings sell 
for, and, what I can get for them. So, you take it from here. Buy them, or 
trade for them individually or as an entire lot, but, let's get it wound up. 

Your punches are still safe. The fellow who should be working on them has 
been very busy, but, he'll get at them. I believe that I sent you the one 
and only test that he made, by making a die, and then striking it into coo- 
per. He now wants to try another method, ana will soon, I hope. Anyway, I'm 
giving you the few that were mine as rental charge for yours. 

Are you planning another Mass, silver article, or, do you expect to let the 
n/l have the info? Did you know about the difference between Crosby 15 and 
Noe 26 ? After I receive some photos that I'm expecting. I'll be able bo 
tell you of another discovery, this time in the N.J. cents. Though I haven't 
checked the 2S<t obverse thoroughly, and I must admit that it looks like #1, 
the reverse is distinctively new, tne denticle missing over the I of America 
is diagnostic, or, didn't you notice it. Would you like to recheck” 


Kirid^st regards 



Sincerely, 



Richard Picker 




11 / 10/60 



Dear Eric; 



Thanks for this lajjest letter. I've just calleu Parke-Bernet, and they 
told me that lot # 7U went for 490. to a private party, and since he wasn't 
a dealer, they couldn't divulge his name. However, they said that if you 
would wi'ite a letter to the 'party \inknown' describing what you want, and, 
a covering letter to Mr. Knoll's attention at Parke Bemet, asking him to 
see that the letter is aeliveced, it will be done. The only lot of paper 
that I was able to get there was tne Georgia lot. I have some notes as to 
who purchaseo some of the others, and if that doesn't cover wnat you viiant, 

I can check again with P/B for you, or, you can do that yourself, and save 
what markup I might put on what you might want. Meanwhile, here are h notes 
that you had once before, and returned them saying "here are the counterfeits". 
Though the Yorktown checks out as such, the others look good. How about a 
rundown on each? 


Sincerely, 



Kindest regards. 



RICHARD PICKER 

COINS 

P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 

Long Island. N.Y. 
MAyfair 1 -0763 
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November IQ, I960 


Hr. Richard Picker 
P.O.Box 366 

Albertson, Long Island 
New Tork 

Dear Dick* 

I am returning the four Continental notes. Apparently something 
got mixed up. The $iiO Yorktown is the only counterfeit. 

The next time you send me something send me the Nova 1-A to 
see if it is better than the one I have, I forgot whether I 
sent you ray best one or my second best one. I do appreciate 
your saving this item for me but I do not want to indicate that 
I will part with the $2-Q Connecticut. 

In so far as the Colonial paper money is concei'ned, 1 will re — 
cover in due time. I certainly feel that 1 should not hold 
you up any more in selling this material if you can possibly 
sell it on the basis of two-thirds of the price you listed 
after each item. I could cut my desires down to a verv small 
amount if I would forget plate letters but, above all, the 
condition of most of the pieces is very poor and that is why 
I cannot Justify their price basis. 

I am in a first-class dilemma on writing on various subjects. 

I have three books in the making and as a result cannot stay 
on any of- them long enough. This is a silly thing to do but 
I have from time to time done this before but 8,till could 
complete something. Maybe the trouble is that ^‘ve got too 
many horse trades pending to increase my collection. 

I was very much interested in the Parke -Be met situation and 
followed your suggestion and wrote to the unknown nan who 
bought the broadside. 

Mass, silver are concerned I 

think they ought to be accumulated for a while before anything 
further is published. It Just isn't that earth shaking to 
publish minor varieties too often. 


Page 2 

Mr* Richard Picker 


Hovembe r 18, I960 


You certainly keep me informed as to what is going on and I 
sincerely appreciate it* I look forward to hearing from you 

I ^ ® delightful corrIsponSeJoe 

with fled Barnslejr and I hope he is non well and can resume hie 
research and collecting activities* resume hie 

^ could come to New York but at the present 
moment there are no particular plans. I am looking forLrd 
to that oppor tunity. ^ iorwsra 


Kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERxC ?. hEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


11/2 ?/60 



Dear Eric ; 

I'harks very much for your letter, and for checking the notes for me. I 
thought that the othpr three looked good. Py the way, JJF bought the sheet 
of Continentals at P/B, because, though he wasn't certain, he thought that 
they might be counterfeit. They looked OK to me. A counterfeit sheet wo iid 
be something. Ned is coming along, and though it will be a wnile till he's 
fully receovered, he is back to writing and researching somewhat. Outside 
of the 180U Dollar book, what else are you writing? Back to my colonial paper 
Do you wish to make a counter offer, or, an offer of coins in trade? If not, 
no more will be said, and I'll put them all in stock. Just let me know. I've 
just returned from the Detroit convention, and most of my stuff is still in 
tne vaults, so can't get at the Nova. '.Vil I send it as soon as I can get to 
it. It's OK to hold up publishing the minor Mass varieties until there is 
enough to do anotner supoiement. I'll leave that to you, whenever you tnink 
there is enough. Meanwhile, keep ail the info filed. Wiat ever happened to 
'that N.J. IIMTJNIS that you showed me a few years ago as a duplicate? What 
will you take for that? in cash? in trade? in what??? 

Kindest regards, and a Happy Thanksgiving to you and your family. 

Sincerely, 





Richard Picker 



Hoveraber 25, I960 


Mr. Richard Picker 
P.O.Box 366 

Albertson, Long Island 
New Tork 

Dear Diok: 

I understand that you have a photograph of Mrs.Norweb's 
Pugio KK reverse and am wondering if X can get a copy 
or two • 

You asked what I was working on and, believe me, I am 
nuts. X am working on the 180U Dollar book, a book 
on Connecticut coppers, a book on the Maohins Mills 
coinage including all unofficial coppers of the period 
besides an article on Black Dogs and, above all, I 
propose to rewrite the whole Fugio mess. 

I think X am going to submit anything I wri|*te to you 
as you seem to know more about die varieties of things 
than any one else. 

I hope you are well stuffed from Thanksgiving. 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


MEMO/ 


11/28/60 



Dear Eric ; 




With a great deal of avidity, I read thru this entire thing, waiting for the 
funny ounch line. iVnen there was none, I reaiizea uhat tnis was actually a 
real numismatic discovery, and since you are the most famous researcher in 
that section of the country, I assume that you were the most probable aiscoverer 
of this rare item, anc that you just let this colleague aovertise it for you, 
out of the generousity of your neart, since you have so many other great 
discoveries alpeady to yoiir credit. 




Also, I've been meaning to send this bill to you. It's a crude, but obvious 
attemnt at aestro^ing uhe original denomination, with the idea in mine, most 
n'^obably of raising the denomination, but, the job just never dio get finished. 
The various holes, ink marks, erasures, etc. are just too much to be coinci- 
dence. Note that one hole covers the denomination of the reverse as well as 
the obverse. And yet, at quick glance, it just looks casually worn. 


Sincerely, 
4 





Kindest regards. 



11/28/60 



Dear Eric ; 

Thanks for th letter and compliment. I'm flattered that you'd like to sub- 
mit your manuscripts to me, and, needless to say, I'd be delighted to go over 
them. Re the KK reverse, I have an enlarged pnoto that Bowers gave to me, but, 
it isn't too good, especially for reproduction, and, it would nave to be re- 
duced in size. However, Ted Craige has a much better coin, and, I've just 
called him, and asked him to send it to you to shoot. He'll get it out to 
yo u this week, and, when it's done, I'd anpreciate a print of it too. Re; 

Conn die varieties, I've sent Hoch a list of new ones tuat he didn't have in 
the annotations of his m/R reprint, ana he's using them in his next N/l/ 

Ybur punches will be worked on after Craige Bar Mitzvahs his son next weekJ 
Here's the Nova, to cneck with yours. By the way, you mignt let me know wnat 
other die varieties of that series could stana improvement, I built up quite 
a stock of them w'hen I was collecting them, and still nave some top condition 
Pieces left. If you like this, send something in trade, but, no kiokk Novas, 
have about 50 of them. (Unless, you have an extra 1786 kicking around. ) 

'■'/hat's the final word on the Colonial paper? .'that's a black dog? I have some 
around here that are ruining my lawnJ 
Kindest regnrds. 

Sincerely, 











/ 




RICHARD PICKER 

COINS 

P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 

Long Island. N.Y. 
MAyfair 1 -0763 
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Dooember 9« I960 


Hr. Richard Picker 
P.O.Box 366 
Albertson 

Long Island, New York 
Dear Dioki 

Thank you for arranging for Ted Cragie*s 12KK Puglo being 
forwarded to me. X will take its picture, as I promised, 
but will not return it until after the Christmas holidays 
as I never mail any ooins during the rush - except, of course, 
to you. lou will get a print. 

1 am returning the Nova 1-A as I compared it to mine and al- 
though it has certain points which are better than mine, it 
is substantially weaker than mine in other respects. Appar- 
ently I knew what I was doing when Z seleoted ay piece from 
the two originally. 

You sent me a very amusing article about this local Joker 
and his I960 cents. I am going to suggest to the Missouri 
Huaisaatlc Society, at its next meeting, where I an a guest 
speaker, as I do not attend as a member, that they should all 
start collecting bag narks. Bag narks can be horisontal, 
vertical, eliptical, dotted, curved, double, crisscrossed, 
double interlocking, obverse only, field only, pimple faced, 
gravy spotted, dandruffed, etc. We could then sell a complete 
tool kit for applying your own bag marks. Finally, we could 
reach the point where a perfect coin would be considered a 
freak, ^en we would introduce to the Chinese coin collector 
the desirability of collecting American chop marks. 

^ am returning your holey $1 177$ Continental and wish to point 
out that the printers of such currency were not so dumb. There 
are still two or more places where the denomination shows on 
each of the four border designs on the obverse. As soon as you 
out out all these places you can make a new bill out of the 
places you out out. 

I am bogged down, numismatioally. 


Sincerely, 



12/15/60 

Dear Eric : 

Thanks for the letter and returns. Don't kid me, you always know what 
you're doing. I noticed the other spots where the denomination apneared 
in that note, ano perhaps the raiser did too, ana that may be why he gave 
up. Xi'Ieanwhile, here's another note. Is it a counterfeit? It somehow 
looks suspicious to me, and may be the 3rd one you listed, but, there isn't 
enough descrintion to go on. Enclosed also is an Almanac that was given to 
me, that I felt you might enjoy seeing. You may return these at your leisure 
I like your idea on the 1960s. With your permission. I'll laake up such a 
set of tools, and present th idea at one of out Local clubs. 'jdll be look- 
ing forward to the print of 12-KK. Aieanwhile, I'm havi g a photo made, and 
as soon as it's done, will forward a print to you. /iihat? Surprise. Also, 
Craige will be starting on yo r p inches now that his affair is over. 

Kindest regards, and best wishes to you and yo^ir family for a very hapoy 
holiday season. 


Sincerely, 





RICHARD PICKER 

COINS 

P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 

Long Island. N.Y. 
MAyfair 1 -0763 
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rp. / 1 CP-f 


12/17/60 




Dear Eric: 


Thought you might like a print of this draft. I had to have it photographed 
for someone else, so had an extra print made for .you. The first part was 
evidently paid, and, if the firm is still in existence, it might be in the 
files of Nottingham. It might be interesting to see the encorsements, if 
any. Perhaos from the date of this in conjunction with the research you've 
been doing on Peale, you might be able to determine the puroose of the oraw- 
ing o-f this draft. At any rate, it's sometnirg else for you to file. 




Kindest regards. 


and hanny holiday. 


Sincerely, 



1/3/61 





Dear Eric: 


\ 


To start off the new year, just noticed tuese discrepancies, please elucidate: 


' Q Rigio Reverse L, cescrintion : Star in band between N & E 
G " " 


nlate shows 


II II 


under E 


U Fueio Reverse Q, d scriotinn: Star in band under rignt side of E 

^ II 1. .. -I . . 


" olate shows 


II II 


between N & E 




